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Definition and Origins • Concept originally from the US (first half of the 20th century), developed to 

provide legal aid for the poor

• During a period from 1960s to 1990s great expansions of law clinics due to 

the demand for social relevance

• Focus on the educational aspect, substantial lawyering experience 

involving actual clients

• Development of entrepreneurial clinics in more recent years in order to 

help potential entrepreneurs 

• Focus on the start-up phase of a venture

• Providing help at the legal side of businesses with limited financial means 

Law Clinics: What is a Law Clinic? Where do they come from?
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What do we do in 

Passau

Identifying and sorting legal problems 

in relation to their relevance

Legal advice, Entrepreneurial education 

Establishment of the Passau Start-up Law clinic in 

2015, inspired by the “Humboldt Law Clinic 

Internetrecht”

Shift from external businesses as clients to 

student entrepreneurs

Focus on information and media law  

Integration into the University‘s Certified Programs 

in Entrepreneurship (‘Digital Technology and 

Entrepreneurship’, DTE)
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Pitfalls and Risks 

Regulatory Issues, Academic Standards and Liability
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“No fees, no feelings“ base, 

communicable in a start-up context 

Nevertheless, clients must be 

aware of the risks they bear
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(Volljurist)
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Providing academic standards 

through training and teaching 

certificates of the assigned lawyer 

“No fees, no feelings“ base, 

communicable in a start-up context 

Nevertheless, clients must be 

aware of the risks they bear

Total restriction of the Law Clinic‘s liability, 

lawful under the general terms & conditions 

legislation?

German regulations: Pro bono legal 

advice allowed if students are 

supervised by a qualified lawyer 

(Volljurist)
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Support of 26 clients and start-ups in 51 projects
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Support by the University of Passau and the Federal Ministry for Economics 

Full integration in University's support structure for entrepreneurs



Passau the Entrepreneurial Campus (PAtEC)

Transferzentrum

University of Passau

Ludwigstraße 8

D-94030 Passau

www.uni-passau.de/gruendungsunterstuetzung/

Prof. Dr. Kai von Lewinski

Law Faculty

University of Passau

Innstraße 40

D-94032 Passau

www.lewinski.eu

Feel the entrepreneurial spirit!
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